
Ohio Youth Advisory Board
Established in 2006, the Overcoming Hurdles in Ohio 

Youth Advisory Board (OHIO YAB) is a statewide 
organization of young people (ages 14-24) who have 

experienced out-of-home care.



We exist to be the knowledgeable 
statewide voice that influences policies and 

practices that impact youth who have or 
will experience out of home care. 

OHIO YAB Mission



Benefits
for Youth

• Leadership
• Professionalism
• Future employment
• College applications
• Emotional connections
• Positive memories
• Peer support



Benefits 
for Professionals

• First-hand expertise 
• Valuable insights
• Better outcomes for youth
• Revitalize their work
• Add value to conferences
• Organizational goals
• Able to pass legislation



OHIO YAB Priorities and Accomplishments

• Updating the Foster Youth Bill of Rights 
• Updating the Foster Youth Rights Handbook
• Successful advocacy to create a statewide Youth Ombudsman Office 
• OHIO YAB evaluation of the first Youth Ombudsman report 

• Seeking to improving county child abuse hotlines
• Seeking better safeguards for youth who run away to escape abuse



Partnership with 
Children’s Defense Fund-Ohio 



OHIO YAB Priorities and Accomplishments

• Youth-created resource pathfinders
• Created a three-part video series for teen moms in foster care
• Youth voice in vetting statewide workshops:

- Life Skills training pathway for foster parents
- Caseworker Core trainings

• Seeking to extend foster care supports to age 23



Self Care Summit



OHIO YAB Priorities and Accomplishments

• Successfully advocating for the closure of Sequel Pomegranate
• Youth voice in recommending a strengths-based approach to:
       - ICCA form, CANS assessment, Tiered Foster Care
• Youth proposed solutions for youth spending nights in office 

buildings
• Ongoing advocacy for sibling connections to be supported 



OHIO YAB Priorities and Accomplishments

• Youth presentation for Ohio Juvenile Court Clerks Conference
• Ongoing partnership with the Ohio Supreme Court Summit
• Ongoing partnership with Ohio CASA
• Ongoing partnership with the Ohio Department of Education
• Seeking statewide consistency when it comes to ESSA  



ESSA Video



ODJFS 
webinar



Social 
Justice 
Award



Growth Cycle of Youth Advisory Boards


