Every Student Succeeds Act
Foster Care Provisions
The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA)
emphasizes the educational stability of vulnerable
students, including those in foster care. ESSA
requires new guidelines and resources to ensure
improved educational outcomes for children in
foster care. These provisions take effect on Dec.
10, 2016.

IDENTIFICATION

Districts will need to identify which students in their
districts are in foster care and coordinate with child
protection agencies to establish formal
mechanisms to ensure that they are promptly
notified when a child enters foster care or changes
foster care placement. The district and the child
protection agency should share information
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TRANSPORTATION
If a child remains in his or her school of origin
during the time he or she is in foster care, the
district has to develop and implement a plan to
transport the child in foster care from the current
home to the school of origin.
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